
 

 

Notes Compiled from Feb 26, 2026 STR Listening Session – Phippsburg School 
 
What would you like to protect in Phippsburg? 

• Its beauty 
• Community 
• People whose kids would attend the school 
• Young families are life of the community 
• Access to the water for commercial fishermen 
• Maintain affordability 
• Corporate development is different from individual 
• Conway, NH - developments gobbled up communities 
• Avoid turning Rt 209 into a commercial strip 

 
What do you hope a short-term rental ordinance would do for Phippsburg? 

• Provide some kind of continuity, guideline 
• Garner a percentage of STR revenue for the Town 
• Identify local point of contact for STRs; currently, we don't know who is owner of record for LLCs 
• Identify point of contact in case of emergency such as fire 
• Good neighbor policy 
• Differentiate the various types of STR ownership, i.e., resident, non-resident, investor, etc. 
• Prevent the money from leaving the community 

 
What Worries you about implementing a short-term rental ordinance in Phippsburg? 

• Don’t want overreach on homeowners 
• Don’t want more restrictions on being able to rent my property 
• Don’t want same restrictions put on resident operators as on non-resident operators 
• Don’t price long time repeat renters out of Phippsburg 
• Don’t hurt people who have been renting a property for years 
• Concern about a cap on the number of STRs 

 
Questions, Comments, and Concerns  

• Concern about industrial scale buy-out of properties which can destroy the community 
• How to enforce a STR ordinance? 
• Is there really a threat to the community from STRs? 
• Look at rental (?) 
• Conway, NH - STRs have driven prices sky high 
• [In case of reduced lot size] Concern that too many residents on small lots could drain water 

resources 
• Phippsburg property tax rate is among the lowest in Maine for a town of this size 
• Property tax goes to Town, School, county 
• Don’t see the correlation between restricting STRs and creating affordable housing 
• Property value reassessment should look at ADUs, rental properties, etc. 
• STR data should be collected in parallel with the reassessment 

- Phippsburg will work with Midcoast Council of Governments for STR data 
- It was mentioned that an ordinance can be created, and then updated 

• The Island Institute holds Zoom meetings on affordable housing 
• Fire prevention group (Peter Blachley, Fred Libby, and others) has applied for grant to develop 

their prevention program 


