Phippsburg Conservation Commission
February 24, 2026
Minutes

1. Attending: Craig Chapin, Dot Kelly, Ellen Winchester
2. Minutes of November 2025 meeting approved.

3. Basin Oyster Farm/Spirit Pond Update. Dot. No extra money is coming in this
year. The big grant was last year and the year before. The team, university
professors, have their own funding. Dot’s focus is on baseline data for the Spirit
Pond sustainable oyster population project.

4. Community Gardens Update. Ellen. We will hold our first meeting of the 2026
Season March 1. We are working on our report-to-Town and budget. Guidelines
and release forms will be given to Town Hall. Current gardeners can sign release
forms and pay their $15. People interested in joining as new gardeners can
receive guideline/info about what we expect and what we offer. We plan to build
two smaller beds within the Fruit Tree Hill fencing for families with children
interested in gardening. Craig suggested we ask Curtis to plow the Community
Garden access road next winter. Itis Town Land. Maybe pay a stipend? Dot will
plant more native winterberry bushes at the Community Garden.

5. Winter Moths. Ellen. If the Winter Moth deterent strategy suggested in the talk by
Tom Schmeelks, entomologist from the Maine Forest Service, Ellen will post pix
on the town website and give a demo next Falll

6. Invasive Species. We discussed the knotweed strategy idea suggested online
which made use of 1/2” wire mesh to starve the plants. We thought it would be
very expensive for large areas of knotweed but might work for smaller areas.
Digging deep and spraying with herbicide works best. The herbicides have been
shown to cause cancer etc. so must with applied directly to the cut stems to
avoid contaminating local land. Still no real effective strategy for large areas.

7. Sam Day Hill Road Update. Bob will send the grant application in March.






