MINUTES OF MEETING
PHIPPSBURG BOARD OF APPEALS
October 24, 2023

MEMBERS PRESENT: Roland Bisson, John Morse, Proctor Wells, Kevin Crosman, and Everett
Perkins, Chair

OTHERS PRESENT: Rachael Newbert, Administrative Assistant to the Board of Appeals

1. [49:57] The meeting was called to order by Mr. Perkins at 5:48 pm at Town Hall. He
announced that this was a Public Hearing following a site walk at 288 Smallpoint Road. Mr.
Perkins introduced the newest member to the Board of Appeals, Kevin Crosman, and the rest of
the Board introduced themselves as well. Mr. Perkins introduced James (Jamie) Fay. He
declared that there was a quorum.

2. [50:49] Consider the minutes of the 9/5/23 Percy Public Hearing — Appeals Case #2023-02.

Mr. Morse made a motion to accept the minutes of the September 5™ meeting, and Mr. Wells
seconded the motion. Mr. Crosman abstained as he was absent from that meeting. The voting
Board members approved the minutes.

3. [51:34] Public Hearing for James and Kathleen Fay, 288 Smallpoint Road, Tax Map 19, Lot
18 - Requesting relief from the road centerline setback in the Land Use Ordinance in order to
build a garage. Appeals Case #2023-03

Mr. Perkins introduced the case and gave Mr. Fay the floor. Mr. Fay explained that there is an
access problem at the rear of his property which requires him to leave space for heavy
equipment to allow for well and septic maintenance. He also noted that other locations on the
property do not allow adequate setbacks from the property lines of his neighbors. He is
requesting a variance from the town’s required road centerline setback so he can place a
garage on his property. Mr. Wells asked the dimensions of the garage; Mr. Fay stated it would
be 12x24 feet.

Mr. Perkins reviewed Mr. Fay’s application stating it was complete and that his abutters had
been notified. He explained that there had been public notices posted about the hearing and
that the Board had just completed a site walk of the property. Mr. Perkins asked the Board the
distance of the requested variance; Mr. Morse stated that the proposed garage location is 55
feet from centerline of the road. Mr. Perkins explained that the town’s ordinance requires a 75-
foot setback, so a 20-foot variance is being requested from the road to the closest corner of the
proposed garage.

Mr. Crosman asked the standard by which a variance approval is determined. Mr. Morse stated
that there must be a hardship and that the hardship can not be caused by the applicant. Mr.
Crosman asked Mr. Fay what his hardship was, and Mr. Fay responded the hardship was the



dimensions of the lot and the access problem along the rear of the lot. Mr. Crosman asked the
purpose of the garage, and Mr. Fay stated it would be for storage since him and his wife will be
spending more time at the property after her retirement. Mr. Crosman asked if this was a
second home, and Mr. Fay said it was, but they are planning to sell their primary residence and
then will be in Phippsburg most of the year.

Mr. Morse asked for clarification of the distances to abutter’s property lines, and there was
some discussion as to why other parts of the property would be poor choices for garage
placement, including wetlands. There was also some discussion about driveway placement.

Mr. Crosman asked about the notification and opinions of Mr. Fay’s neighbors. Mr. Fay said that
he visited his neighbors, and they viewed the property to look at the proposed location. No
neighbors had concerns with the location or design of the garage.

Mr. Wells pointed out that the location of the house is closer to the centerline of road than the
proposed location for the garage. He stated the location of the garage, and the configuration of

the lot were being taken into consideration during this decision.

Mr. Morse made a motion to allow a 20-foot variance from the highway (216) centerline
setback. Mr. Wells seconded the motion, which the Board passed unanimously.

Mr. Fay asked what his next step should be, and Mr. Morse stated he would need to take a
copy of the variance to the Code Enforcement Officer for a building permit. Mr. Perkins stated
he will write a finding of fact.

4. [1:12:38] Other Business. None.

5. [1:12:43] Announcements. None.

6. [1:12:49] Adjourn.

Mr. Bisson made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Wells seconded the motion, which was passed
unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 6:11 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Rachael Newbert
Administrative Assistant to the Board of Appeals



