Phippsburg Historic Preservation Commission

9-8-25 Minutes

Attendees: Helen Webb, Merry Chapin, Judy Mullins, Erika Webb Cramer,

Richard Spear, Pam Masterson

» Minutes approved by all as written.
» Discussions regarding Park Ranger/Percy House — Pam Masterson in attendance. No

value has been set on the house. So far there are no plans in place for its
demolition. Gary Best of the State Parks and Land is the manager of the Southern
Regional Parks. Because it was purchased with Federal money, the State would
need an exchange of land size. There is also an issue with the fact that Sea Acres
and other cottages share the same well. This well is across the Popham/209 road.

o Start discussions with Sean Vaillancourt and then include Allison Hepler and

the new senhator, Denise Tepler.

Old Cemeteries Access: There issues of people trespassing on private property that
have family cemeteries. Phippsburg has an ordinance, (but all | could find was for
Public cemeteries); Title 13 M.R.S.A. Section 1262, and “An Act to Incorporate
the Phippsburg Cemetery District H.P. 5562 - L.D. 767” approved by the Governor
on April 10, 1963, and a Special Town Meeting held on August 4, 1963.

Maine's state ordinance for private cemeteries includes a range of regulations and
requirements to ensure proper burial practices and the preservation of cemetery grounds. Key
points include;

Burial Requirements: Every dead body must be decently buried, entombed, or cremated
within a reasonable time after death.

Cemetery Establishment: To establish a home cemetery, property owners must draft a w
ritten description of the land and record it with the town clerk or county register of deeds

Cemetery Size and Setbacks: The cemetery must be no larger than one-

quarter acre and must be at least 100 feet from any residence or recreational area, and a
t least 200 feet from any well used for drinking water.

Construction Buffer: No construction or excavation may occur within 25 feet of the buria
| ground.

Permanent Protection: Once a person is buried on the property, the designated burial gr
ound becomes permanently protected, and ownership of that portion of land remains wit
h the family in perpetuity.

We are out of cemetery guides and need to update the information.

» We still need participants for the 2026 calendar.

Adjourned at 4:00PM

Respectfully submitted for Merry Chapin E’Y j'udy Mullins



